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     Women Against HIV/AIDS      

and Poverty Organization  ($500)  

     The organization named above, 

(WAPHO) works in collaboration with 

several other organizations to intensify 

income-generating activity to promote 

economic empowerment and positive 

living with HIV/AIDS amongst 

women, guardians and teen mothers.          

External resource persons will train 

about 12 individuals in business 

management skills for grass root 

economics, care treatment and support 

activities. These individuals would 

then work with WAPHO to ensure 

sustainability. It is anticipated that 

approximately 500 widows, orphans, 

guardians and teen mothers will 

benefit from this intended project. 

     HIV/AIDS Impact Mitigation   

Through Integrated Agriculture &             

Aquaculture Initiatives   IAA)                              

        Green Livelihoods ($965)                                                  

     The goal of this project is to 

contribute to the promotion of 

sustainable agricultural and 

aquaculture to mitigate the impact that 

HIV/AIDS has on rural communities, 

to improve food security and 

nutritional status and increase 

household incomes. To this extent, 

progress has been made in 21 villages 

in the Mchinji District with six pigs, a 

goat kraal, a mushroom growing 

center and fish fingerlings. Future 

needs include school fees for orphaned 

children, building a nursery school,  

                    F. O. M. GRANTS REPORT 

      Friends Of Malawi Newsletter 

              Board Members 

President:  

 Jack Allison, 67-69; Ashville, NC 

 

Vice President:  

 

 

Treasurer:   

Lance Cole, 93-94: Portland, OR 

 

Secretary: 

Jessica deSimas, 98-01;Seattle, WA 

 

Membership:  

Kristen George, 02-04: Baltimore, MD 

 

Grants:  

Ellen Collisson, 68-70: Claremont, CA 

Tom Welte, 68-70: Orinda, CA 

Jason Price, 99-01 

 

Newsletter:  

Beth Evans, 62-64: Longmeadow, MA 

 

 

Malawian Member at Large: 

Madalitso Makwandu 

Winter 2011 

mushroom production, fruit-juice ex-

traction for marketing purposes and the 

purchase of more pigs. 

     This grant is to develop training of 

beneficiaries to ensure bottom-up par-

ticipation, promote farmer‘s innovation 

and to set up a monitoring and evalua-

tion system. 

 

Medicinal Gardening for Orphans & 

     People Living with HIV ($664) 

     PCV Steve Karanga and local offi-

cials initiated this project after identify-

ing a gap in access to medicine. People 

living in the villages surrounding Kam-

phala trading center lack access to ef-

fective and affordable medicines. Of-

ten, those who walk long distances to 

the health center leave with only aspirin 

and malaria medicine even if not diag-

nosed with that disease. Also, many 

orphans and people living with HIV 

(PLWHIV) in Mangwele Village lack 

basic necessities such as nutritional 

food, clothes, school fees, etc. 

     There are many effective natural 

medicines that can be grown to treat the 

diseases and ailments that afflict Mala-

wians. After a three day training semi-

nar on the cultivation and uses of the 

natural medicines, the villagers will 

prepare the land, plant the seeds and 

cuttings. They will follow up with 

weeding, packaging and selling the 

plants such as Moringa Oleifera, Aloe 

Vera, Artemesia Annua Anamed, 

Neem, Hibiscus and other plants with 

medicinal compounds. The Village 

Committee will distribute the proceeds 

to support vulnerable individuals in the 

community, especially orphans and 

those living with HIV. 



    GRANTS REPORT CONTINUED    
     The following grants have been 

awarded, but  end result reports have 

not been received. 

 

 Mwazisi Beekeepers Association 

   Subsidized Beehives ($1720) 

     The Mwazisi Beekeeper’s 

Association (MBA) was 

established in August 2007 to 

bring various beekeepers in the 

area together for bulking honey 

sale and to share knowledge. 

Currently, MBA has over 80 

members with varying levels of 

production. 

     To be profitable, each 

enterprise needs up to ten hives. 

However, plank top bar hives are 

too expensive for most farmers. 

As a result they tend to hollow out 

a tree trunk. This leads to major 

deforestation in the area. 

     The purpose of this grant is to 

purchase pine planks in bulk from 

the Nyika National Park along with 

nails, black plastic sheets and 

hanging wire. (Pine is an invasive 

tree in Malawi.) Hives can then be 

sold at one fourth the usual price. 

Local carpenters will construct 

800 hives and MBA will ensure 

that all hives are properly installed 

and baited. 

   Community Mobilization to Fight 

           HIV/AIDS ($536) 

     The goal and overall purpose of 

this initiative is to eliminate 

stigma and discrimination that is 

usually associated with HIV/AIDS 

especially in the Northern Youth 

Networking organization (NYNO) 

based in the Northern Region of 

Malawi. 

           Specific objectives: 

*Train 120 youth on puppetry and 

drama 

           READING MATERIAL 

 

     Those who have traveled to 

Chileka Airport in the past few years 

may have noticed a couple of odd 

looking windmills along the road.  

With the use of a library book, they 

were built from scrap by William 

Kamkwamba. When he was 14 years 

old he erected the first one in order 

to power a light bulb and radio in 

his home.  Adding other windmills 

allowed him to power a generator 

and to pump water for irrigation of 

crops. 

         Read the entire fascinating and 

true story in the book The Boy Who 

Harnessed the Wind. 

++++++++++++++++++++++ 

            Chamoso Dolls 

    Several individuals have in-

quired about purchasing the 

Chamoso Dolls. The women’s 

group has sent 30 dolls for RPCV 

Melva Steen to sell in the USA. 

Dolls are $25.00 each (Includes 

mailing). 

     Girl dolls no longer have the 

pinafore apron. Some have 

braids with beads on their bangs, 

others have short, nappy hair. 

Boy dolls wear a tunic with pock-

ets on it and shorts. 

    To order, send a check and re-

quest for the type of doll(s) to: 

           Melva Steen RPCV 

        43 M Glenroyal Drive 

          Pueblo, CO 81005 

*Train 20 members of staff and 

Volunteers on Advocacy & Lobby-

ing and public speaking   

*Purchase a Public Address Sys-

tem (PAS) 

*Establish and run 3 Drop-in Cen-

ters in Ekwendeni, Malivenji and 

Mzuzu City 

*Produce Information, Education 

and Communication materials 

*Conduct 4 monthly advocacy fo-

rums in the community to create 

awareness and provide informa-

tion on HIV/AIDS. 

 

     CONSTRUCTION OF SAYO 

    VOLUNTARY COUNSELING       

  & TESTING  CENTER ($3,200) 

    SAYO is a community based 

youth organization focusing on 

youth development within four  

areas:  HIV Positive Living Club;   

10 Forest Committees; 1 Interfaith 

Committee; five School Children 

Support projects. 

     SAYO is a registered and moni-

tored organization that covers a 

catchment area of 24,000 people 

living in 36 villages. 

 Revitalize People, Revitalize Land 

                 ($1141) 

     Much fertile land on the out-

skirts of Bolero in the Rumpu Dis-

trict is not utilized because of 

flooding during the rainy season. If 

a trench were dug and a small 

bridge were built, there would be 

more farm land available for fami-

lies and transportation would be 

easier for all including the Kwanza 

Traveling Theatre Group in need of 

bicycles to increase their educa-

tion outreach. 

FOM is granting funds for 8 bicy-

cles and labor to dig the trench to 

control the flow of rain water. 
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      FOM welcomes Jack Allison as the new presi-

dent! Michael Buckler and Jeannie McCormack have 

been invited to join the Board. 

      FOM has lost the valuable input from long time 

Board member Katie Reidy. We thank Katie for her 

work on the Grants Committee as well as for the many 

other roles she has played in the organization and we 

wish her well!  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

                    NEW FLAG, JULY 29, 2010 

     President Bingu wa Mutharika has changed the flag 

of Malawi despite a lack of support from the public and a 

court challenge from his opposition party. The flag from 

Independence in 1964 until this time, showed a rising 

sun on a black background over a red stripe over a 

green stripe. The rising sun represented the dawn of 

hope and freedom at a time when African countries were 

just beginning to be granted freedom.  

      The new flag shows the red on top to match the origi-

nal Pan-African Flag layout with black in the center and 

green on the bottom. There is a full white sun in the cen-

ter of the black area to represent Malawi’s economic 

progress since becoming independent. The president 

warned that anyone displaying the old flag would face 

arrest and prosecution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members of Friends of Malawi, 

     I am so honored to be your new President of FOM-

Malawi, The Warm Heart of Africa, that holds a very 

special place in our collective heart. 

     So what do I hope to accomplish? Good question! 

     After interviewing each member of our Board of 

Directors individually, we recently had our first tele-

phonic meeting of the Board. What an incredibly tal-

ented, energetic and dedicated group! 

     For many years we have raised funds and distrib-

uted them through a fair-minded, even-handed process 

of awarding grants to help PCVs, Malawians, and 

other colleagues in Malawi for various projects. FOM 

will continue to do so for the foreseeable future. Addi-

tionally, the Board is working on reframing our grants 

processes; revisiting our bylaws; and inviting two new 

members to join us. 

     Yet our Board is open to other creative ways of 

helping to build the country of Malawi—to make 

things better there the best we can. My basic goal is to 

make FOM as efficient and effective as possible. 

     I am inviting you to please share your ideas about 

how best to proceed:  What are we doing well? What 

can we do better, given our modest resources? 

***And our Board has a special request!*** We are in 

dire need of a volunteer to help us with our web site. If 

you are interested, please contact me ASAP. 

    Again, I am incredibly honored to serve as your 

President. Please join our Board in making the organi-

zation that better serves Peace Corps Volunteers and 

Malawians in their efforts to improve that wonderful 

country. 

     Sincerely,  

              Jack Allison, MD         Malawi 1967-68-69 

                   !ZIKOMO, THANKS, YEWO! 

     Friends Of Malawi wishes to thank members 

and donors for their support.  Membership funds 

go to support the small grant programs and the 

Friends Of Malawi Newsletter.  

     To donate & become a member contact FOM 

Treasurer, Lance Cole 7940 SW 11th Ave, Portland 

OR 97219.                                            

      PLEASE SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO:      

                    kegeorge@gmail.com  

************************************  
              WANT TO GO PAPERLESS???   

Would you rather receive the Newsletter in your  

email or on Twitter? Let us know if you want to go  

paperless. Email:  FOMmembership@gmail.com 

**********************************                                                                     

                             NEWS! 

    FOM has a facegroup now!  We encourage all 
supporters to join our group and invite your friends 
to join as well.   

    You can locate the group by searching for 
“Friends of Malawi (FOM)” on www.facebook.com.   

 

    



  50 YEARS AGO—THE   

  SEED WAS PLANTED 

     Big Blue M [Michigan] had a 

chance to toot its horn in mid-

October and did so in style. Those 

who pay attention to the origins 

and history of the Peace Corps 

know the concept was first 

broached by Senator John Kennedy 

on the campaign trail in 1960, 

while giving a stump speech on the 

steps of the Michigan Union in 

Ann Arbor. Fifty years later, exact 

to the late 2AM hour, a ceremony 

took place in the heart of campus to 

view a film and hear founders such 

as Al Guskin, former Senator 

Harris Wofford, and Jack Vaughn, 

now 90. 

     Paul Theroux [RPCV-Malawi] 

presented ―How Peace Corps 

Changed My Life‖ and famed 

―radical‖ Tom Hayden, the 

Michigan Daily editor who 

published the Gaskins‘ letter, gave 

a lecture blending reminiscence, 

humor, and insight with challenge. 

     Fifty years ago Kennedy 

deviated from his standard stump 

speech to add, ―How many of you 

who are going to be doctors are 

willing to spend your days in 

Ghana?Technicians or engineers, 

how many of you are willing to 

work in the foreign service and 

spend your lives traveling around 

the world? On your willingness to 

do that, not merely to serve one 

year or two years in service, but on 

your willingness to contribute part 

of your life to this country, I think 

will depend on the answer whether 

a free society can compete. I 

think it can.‖ 

     Were it not for Alan Guskin 

and his wife—graduate students 

at the time—picking up the idea 

and promoting it in a strong 

letter to the editor of the 

Michigan Daily, followed by 

additional enthusiastic support 

rising from the student body, 

Kennedy‘s initial inspired 

droplet of an idea would have 

evaporated and there would be 

no Peace Corps as we know it. 

     In due course the Kennedy 

campaign folded the idea into 

the campaign rhetoric and it 

caught on with the press. We all 

know that, once inaugurated, 

Kennedy created the Peace 

Corps by presidential executive 

order on March 1, 1961. 

     The University rolled out the 

blue carpet to make the most of 

this opportunity to congratulate 

itself over its historical 

intersection with a great 

movement… and well it could, 

for without some student 

activists there at the time, 

Kennedy‘s impromptu words 

would have slipped into the 

night and drifted away into 

oblivion. History and our own 

personal histories, for sure, 

would have been very, very 

different. 

(Adapted from an article by Rowland 

Bennett –Malawi 62-64 - in the 

Peace Corps Volunteers of New 

Jersey Newsletter) 

  ////////////////////////////////////////    
         

        PC-MALAWI 50TH     

         CELEBRATIONS 

     In Malawi, the 50th 

Celebration Committee has met 

and has some cool ideas for 
commemorating the founding of 

the Peace Corps. At the top of 

the list are the printing of a 
special chitenje and a coffee 

table book. For this book, they 

are requesting stories from 

RPCVs up to 1,000 words, 

photos, music, etc. from 

RPCVs. Send them ASAP to 

Sara Lane at: 

    pcmalawi50th@gmail.com.  

     The Committee is open to 

other ideas and would welcome 

suggestions from FOM. 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

     STUDENT WINNER   

   
    Carolyn Cashmore Banda, a 16 

year old student in Form IV at 

Lilongwe Girls Secondary 

School, won first prize in a Southern 

African Development Community  

(SADC) essay competition. 

     Carolyn received a certificate and 

US$1,500 for her essay about how 

water can be harnessed and used at 

national and regional levels for 

development in the SADC region. 

The essay highlighted the adoption of 

regional policies to promote 

ecological cooperation among 

member states, and the use of advice 

from experts on environmental 

factors that negatively impact on 

water resources. She also pointed out 

the impact on natural disasters like 

drought and famine. 

     The trip to Namibia to receive her 

prize was an eye opener and Carolyn 

said it would motivate her to achieve 

more in life. 
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annually, the equivalent of 10% of all export earnings. Ambassador Chokani asked FOM to help persuade U. 

S. decision makers to reconsider. Tim Johnson (‗88-‖90) spearheaded the effort with letters and phone calls to 

members of Congress and the USTR. Within a few weeks the USTR reversed its decision and agreed to main-

tain Malawi‘s tobacco imports at current levels. Of course, those who participated in this lobbying effort had to 

live with their consciences for sustaining the tobacco habit! 

     In October 1995 Ambassador Chokani hosted a gala reception at his residence for President Muluzi on his 

first official visit to the U. S. More than 200 Malawians and Friends Of Malawi members attended the festive 

event. President Muluzi continued the rounds of the capital, meeting with Vice President Gore, the Congres-

sional Black Caucus, and several senators. It appeared a new day for Malawi had arrived. 

     In 1996, Galen Hull resigned as FOM president, eventually moving to Nashville for a new career in acade-

mia. Succeeding him as president was Tim Johnson, bringing to a close and exciting, vibrant and productive 

First Decade benefitting the Peace Corps Spirit! 
 

Editor’s note: The following article on the beginnings of Friends of Malawi may have some omissions. There was a period of years 

when the organization was inactive. It was revived in the summer of 2003 by Dawn Citrin, Mike Waldmiller, Frank Warnock, John 

Staub, Katie Reidy Terry Liercke, Kate O’Brien, Shannon Brown, Sondra Lauffer and Beth Evans with input from Ted Sneed. It con-

tinues to be a hard-working, vibrant Board of RPCVs continuing the vision of its founders. 

 
 

 

 

 

L-R: Damon Kletzien, Tim Davis, Susan 

Davis, Linda Millette, Galen Hull. 1993 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1994 with Malawi Ambassador Chokani 
 

 

 

       

 

  

 

 

 
 
Linda Millette at FOM‘s World Fest 

exhibit 

 

 
 

 

                                         

                                                                                   

      

 



                                                                             MALAWI 2010     BY Ward S. Lamon                                                                                     

     Little did I expect to ever make it back to Malawi after finishing my tour in 1965-66, Malawi V, as a Secondary School 

Mathematics teacher at Henry Henderson Institute (HHI) in Blantyre. Some months before I thought about returning to Malawi, 
through friends in Davis, CA, I ran into Will Lotter, the Malawi Peace Corps Director during my stay. That visit led to an invitation 

to join an interesting two week project building school desks in a small village in southern Mauritania, West Africa. 

     Since I had committed to travel so far from San Francisco to Dakar via Paris, what more could it cost to spend time in Ma-
lawi? Not that much. So, off I went for an additional three weeks flying by way of Nairobi and Johannesburg. I briefly visited 

Soweto, where Nelson Mandela successfully averted what we expected to be a blood bath in converting South Africa to major-

ity rule. 

     I set up house at Grace Bandawi Conference Center, situated directly across the street from the teachers’ housing in which I 

had stayed during my tenure at HHI. Keeping with tradition, my old house now houses a Mathematics teacher at HHI. A few 
hundred yards down the path was HHI. The school was nearly new 45 years ago. Now it showed its lack of repair complete with 

graffiti. 

     About 300 yards beyond the school, my roommate Thomas Boyland (deceased in 1982), and I had devised a 220 yard 
track and field set-up. It doubled as a football field. We found that we could not create a full 440 yard track because the dug 

out side slope would have to be 25 feet instead of seven feet. 

     On March 27, 2010, I was ecstatic to find that local officials were pleased with our project and had brought in tons of dirt 
needed to expand the 220 track into a full blown football field! And it is well used. I met one of the teams that arrived early for 

a playoff match that afternoon. 

     I turned back up the road to the famous church, hand built by the original non-architect missionaries from drawings of four 
different styles of architecture. Nearby, the Church of Central Afica Presbyterian (CCAP), Synod of Blantyre, has built a modern 

style church frequented by the best and brightest of Blantyre. On Sunday the lot was full of BMWs, Land Rovers, etc. It seems 

the expats have changed from White to Black. 

     Following a visit with the school Principal, I was able to track down likely the only student of mine still living, Kasambiza. For 
the first time I learned his first name is Bernard. He had been my best student with plans to become a doctor. Instead, he be-

came the Mathematics Professor at the Polytechnic Institute n Blantyre, teaching mostly Statistics for multiple disciplines, 

Medicine, Engineering, etc. Because of diabetes he had to retire. 

     The day before I left for Lilongwe, we (myself and a young artist named Eric Chiwera), picked up Kasambiza and his wife and 

took them over to HHI. The Principal shepherded us into the classroom of the upper Form Mathematics instructor and we ob-

served his presentation of polynomial division! Thus we had three generations of Maths teachers come to meet. 

     By the time I drove to the capital to meet more friends from the past, (yes, on the left side of the road, again), I decided to 

call Ngwazi Doctor Kamuzu Banda the Eisenhower of Malawi. Under his vision, to hasten product delivery, all the primary roads 

that before were only red dirt , were fully paved, 80-100 kph highways. 

     I drove north to Mzuzu and Nkhata Bay. Unfortunately, I came across shameless exploitation, with huge sections of clearcut 

devastation of forests. Runoff has damaged the streams and the capacity of fish to exist, all the way to Lake Malawi. Similar 
exploitation is occurring further north in Karonga where Uranium is being extracted by Australian interests. They even have 

their own airport to remove the resources and to avoid sharing transportation revenue with our dear Malawi. 

    In addition to the paved roadways, the greatest changes in Malawi are the massive proliferation of cell towers and the explo-
sion of population that has mushroomed from about one million to some 13 million souls. There has been major relocation to 

the cities, where the promise of jobs has mostly evaporated. The traditional farming family has been deeply uprooted. In-

creased crime was not obvious, but must present a growing difficulty. 

     I remember the journey from Blantyre to Lilongwe was a long, arduous, dusty trip, and if you blinked at the wrong time, you 

missed Lilongwe. Now, I understand it has some 650,00 living in two major sections: Old Town and the New Capital area. Too, 
the primary airport is there, not in Blantyre, about 20km from downtown. In heavy traffic it can take an hour to get there. The 

road is paved and wider, but still shared by motorists and people alike. 

     I make it back to Mount Mulanje and Lake Malawi. Both are gorgeous. Near Monkey Bay I visited a fabulous place, Mua, 
aka Kungoni Art Gallery. A priest created a wood carving school there and the results are amazing. Such exquisite art has not 
reached the broader world due to prohibitively expensive shipping rates out of Malawi. I obtained a wonderful wood piece, 

Standing Man with Child, I call it. Do go! 

     What was most exciting for me was that going back, I instantly felt at home. In spite of all the structural changes and ex-
tremely limited trickle down economic changes, whenever I stopped to say “Moni, muli bwanji?”, grace and kindness over-

whelmed me. 



                                       BOOK REVIEW  by Jean Colgan Gould   

    FROM MICROSOFT TO MALAWI:  Learning on the Front Lines as a Peace Corps Volunteer     

 

Peace Corps Volunteer narratives frequently are built on individual personal discoveries as 
participants struggle to come to terms with the existence of economic deprivation in the 

developing countries where they serve. In the end, the question seems always to be:  who learned 

more: the volunteer? or those served? And how does the PCV integrate his/her experience into life 

at home? 

 

Michael Buckler, a former attorney for Microsoft, a man who ―has everything,‖ including degrees 

from prestigious schools, as well as the perfect wife, has the courage to raise these and other 

essential questions in this book. Does the presence of American PCVs in particular and western 
NGOs in general truly empower those living in poverty? Or are we, in fact, perpetuating a 

dependency on more economically stable countries, allowing them to grow a volunteer industry, 

keeping poor nations in their place? 

 

Taken from the journals Buckler kept in Malawi, From Microsoft to Malawi reads like a series of 

lengthy conversations with a bright, determined, sometimes uncertain and helpless, occasionally 

arrogant, always curious, and generally compassionate young man. He is at his best—humble and 

vulnerable—when recording his tender exchanges with the three boys, the ―sons‖ he takes into his 

living quarters, as well as when he allows the school principal in the village to mentor him. 
 

His candor throughout the book is appealing. At the outset he asks, ―What do poor people in 

Malawi have to offer us? Most people think nothing.‖ He answers by describing the ways in 

which ―Malawi gets in your blood.‖ In my view both question and answer are tangential. Buckler 

means to say, ―What do Americans have to offer the poor in Malawi?‖ It is the central question of 

the book. And, he later states, it is this question that no one asks the recipients. 

 

A larger question for readers and for Buckler himself, whose background, after all, includes Jesuit 

education, is what he intends to do in the long term. How can we educate Americans about the 
taste, feel, and smell of poverty in our own country, as well as in those we call ‘third world?‖ 

How is it that a young man who has such outstanding credentials combined with a religious 

education that stresses care of the downtrodden—how is it that this man could ask what poor 

people have to offer? 

 

Clearly it is not enough for Buckler to say he was brainwashed by the American dream. His keen 

analytical mind offers him the opportunity to be a policy maker, but he‘s also a problem solver, a 

doer, a hands-on man. Despite the frustrations of his PCV experience, his achievements are 
remarkable.                                    

The proceeds of this book will support Malawian projects, particularly the education of Buckler‘s 

―sons.‖  Recently he has been elected to the Friends of Malawi Board. 
 
Jean Colgan Gould’s most recent venture in Africa was in Tanzania where she assisted the Women’s Economic 
and Education Centre in Moshi with the development of microfinance groups in rural villages. 
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         K21 BILLION FOR EDUCATION IN MALAWI 
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     World Bank and the Fast Track Initiative (FTI) have signed financial agreements with the Malawi government to 

improve the quality of education over the next four years.  The World Bank, through its International Development 

Agency, will provide a $50 million loan for the implementation of the project. FTI, a multi donor trust fund for low 

income countries, will provide a grant of $90 million. 

     According to the World Bank, within Africa,  Malawi has the lowest score of nine percent on English reading and two 

percent score on minimum mathematics. World Bank country manager, Sandra Bloememkamp, said that the bank is 

committed to improving standards of education in the country. Over 5,000 classrooms are expected to be built and 

concerns of low teacher-pupil ratios (1:88) and low primary school completion rate (currently 35 percent) will be 

addressed. 

     German Ambassador to Malawi, Reine Muller asked the government to accelerate the construction of infrastructure, 

especially classrooms for the primary schools, toilets and housing for teachers. Recently, donors threatened to withhold 

assistance in the education sector if Malawi does not improve meeting set targets to improve education standards. 

Finance Minister Ken Kandodo noted that development in education is a key ingredient of the country‘s economic 

development with 24 percent of the national budget allocated to education and he hailed the donors for providing 

funding. . 

                                                                IN MEMORIAM 

Heidi E. Galvin, ‘90. 

 

Sally Heyneman, 67-68. Secondary school teacher in Mulanje. 

 

Gail Oerke, former wife of Malawi Peace Corps Director Andrew Oerke. 

 

Art Rutkin.  Art died October 17, 2010, after a battle with mantle cell lymphoma. He was 69. As a member of 

PC Malawi 05, he taught history and science at Nsanje Secondary School. It was in Malawi, that he met his 

wife, Lois Vankolaar, also a PCV teacher. 

     Art had intended to go to law school, but his Malawi teaching experience changed his path in life and 

started a lifelong passion for education. He taught at schools in Maryland, Michigan and Peru before going to 

Tigard-Tualatin (Oregon) School District in 1984. He was principal at several schools in the district, before 

retiring in 2001. He won numerous local and national awards including a National Blue Ribbon School Award 

while he was principal at Byron elementary School. 

     After his retirement, Art directed and coordinated the shipment of two shipping containers of books to  

Malawi school children. He also served on the Tigard-Tualatin School Board from 2003-2009 where he was 

known as the ―heart‖ of the board. He was always the one to ask, ―What is the best thing for the children?‖ 

The  

Tigard-Tualatin School Board has plans to name the next new school in the area after Art, to honor his life 

commitment to children and education. 

     Art is survived by his wife Lois, three daughters and six grandchildren. 

 

R. Sargent Shriver, first Director of the Peace Corps 

 

John Strain, 67-68. Public Health volunteer in Kaphuka. 

F.O.M. ENCOURAGES CURRENT PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS TO APPLY FOR    

            GRANTS.  Application forms are available at FOMgrants@yahoo.com 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

CAN YOU HELP?  FOM has lost track of the following 

members.  If you know up-to-date addresses, please no-

tify Kristen George, membership person. 

Alex & Berlissa Abel, Philip Anglewicz, David Balwanz, Rene 

Berger, Matthew Bettridge, David Binkowski, Charles Broy, 

Bobett Button, Joanna Cestaro, Robert Clement-Jones, Mary Tin-

gay Collishaw, Christine (Pippen ) Cook, Tom Cooper, Christo-

pher & Linda Curran, Paulita David, Susan Denny, Molly Dunn, 

Tom, Marion & Mari Ehmann, Crystal & David Fisher, Peggy 

Fisher, Mari Gasiorowicz, Will Gaston, Erin Maria Gay, Preston 

Gibson, Robert Gilson, Laura Goeke, Paul Gonson, David 

Hammond, Eileen Haney, Steve Hilburger,  Robert Hollander, 

Joanna Hooper, Jeffrey James, Lori Janosek,  Timothy A. Johns-

ton, Jennifer Johnson, Charles, (Woody) Jewett, Jr., Kimberly 

Kaczmarek, Laura Anne Kearns, William David Kiernan, Justine 

Kim, Daniel Kimball, John Kirwan, Carlyle Kyzer, Theo John 

Lacy, Rebecca Larson, Patrick Lee, Felix Lindeire, Thomas 

Lynch, Glen MacPherson, Charles Malewezi, Robert Martin, 

Thomas & Erica McShane-Caluzi, James Melonas, Rose Morra-

dian, Tony & Martha Muhich, Roger Murff, Donald & Margaret 

O’Brien, Nathan Olah, Carol Peasley, Michelle Press, Michelle S. 

Roberts, Debra Roe, Dr. Delwin Roy, Bruce Rudisch, Ellen Ruta, 

Hope Rwakaara, John & Libambu Schiller, Kristi Shober, 
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Karen Smith, Shirley Smith, Bill Spain, Leslie Stroud, 

Daniel Talbot, Stephanie Tilghman, Corrie Varner, Dave 

Vincent, Kimberly Walther, Robert T. Warwick, Christine 

Manchester West, Deborah White, Michelle Wieland, 

Bruce Williams, Everett Wuollet. 

 

    FRIENDS OF MALAWI WEBSITE:  

                  FriendsOfMalawi.org    

PLEASE SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO 

              kegeorge@gmail.com 

 

CURRENT PCVs:  When you leave  

Malawi, please send your name and a mail-

ing address to: 

kegeorge@gmail.com so that FOM can stay 

in touch with you. 

FOM Newsletter 

C/o E. Evans or F. Ushe 

Springfield College 

263 Alden Street 

Springfield, MA 01109  USA 

_______________________________ 
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